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Sea Isle parents: Don’t even study it

School board will look again at closing community school

By MARY RUDLOFF
Ocean City Sentinel

SEA ISLE CITY - The subject of closing or not closing the
local school brings parents out in droves to the school board
meetings.

It happened again Nov. 20, after word of a vote taken last
month reached parents. In October, a school board vote
authorized the solicitor, chief school administrator and busi-
ness administrator to again begin talks with their Ocean City
counterparts. The talks are to gather information about the
possibility of sending Sea Isle’s elementary students to Gcean
City and closing the local school. .

In an effort to answer some questions before they were even
asked at the Nov. 20 meeting, board President Steve Zellers
explained the October vote before public comment.

“Each year, the board of education receives numerous ques-
tions about the budget. At the last meeting, the board passed a
resolution for the administrators to begin gathering informa-
tion about Ocean City,” Zellers said. “The board has, by no
means, made a decision about the future of our school. Board
members have been told to submit any questions they have to
administration, so the information can be gathered.”

His disclaimer did not slow down several parents who vehe-
mently oppose closing the school. Parents and board members

- referred back to a board vote taken in May, to keep Sea Isle

City’s elemeéntary school open, despite continually shrinking

enrollment.

Marita Bretzke accused the board of violating its own action.

“Last year, at the end of the year, the board voted to keep the
school open,” she said. “Why are you wasting time and energy
to look at it again?” '

Board member Terrence Libro said he believed the vote last
May said the board would not discuss the matter at all for.at
least three years. “It’s ridiculous to even look at it again. It’s
been less than a year since that vote. It seems like some peo-
ple here are just trying to back door it.”

Board member Robert Smith asked Business Administrator
Earl Vassalo to review the records of the May
meeting, as his recollection matched Libro’s.

Sea Isle City school board does not tape its !
meetings, but Vassalo said he would check his
notes.

Board attorney Will Donio said a school
board vote could not limit the action of future
school boards, as Libro and Smith suggested.

“Unless it 1s state statute, a board in one
year can not bind the actions of that or any
board in future years,” Donio said. “In an
area such as visiting an issue or gathering
data, this board can not bind against future

actions.”
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